
REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT NO. 13 
SCHOOL BOARD 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
December 16, 2010 

 
Committee Members Present : S. Carleton, L. Andrews, J. Doubleday 
Other Board Members Present : none 
Staff Members Present  : T. Forti, L. Schooley, M. Eaton, S. Tribou,  
   N. Guyer 
Others Present   : none 
Location    : Superintendent’s Office – McLain Building 
 
I. Call to order: 
 

This meeting was called to order by Sally Carleton, Curriculum Committee Chair, at 5:35 PM. 
 
II. Profile of the grade 9-12 writing assessment process – T. Forti, L. Schooley, 
  M. Eaton, & S. Tribou: 
   
 The Curriculum Committee was pleased to welcome ELA teachers Mariellen Eaton and Steffany 

Tribou along with Principals Forti and Schooley to review the writing assessment process being 
utilized for all high school grades this year.  Previous assessments have only included grade 9. 
Features of this newly expanded process that were highlighted in this presentation included: 

 
•  The writing prompts and materials utilized for a rigorous writing demand in grades 9-11 

that involves students in creating a thesis driven essay. 
• A developmentally progressive scoring rubric that is aligned with Common Core ELA 

Standards.  This rubric increases the expected performance standards year-to-year and 
is intended to bring students to a level of beginning college proficient writing by the 
conclusion of their 11th grade year.  

• Samples of performance data analysis and how it is being utilized to plan needed 
instruction. 

• Consideration of including 11th grade proficiency on this assessment as a graduation 
requirement for RSU 13 students. 

  
 It was also noted in this presentation that at both GVHS & RDHS, faculty have come to common 
 commitments regarding the technical and compositional aspects that will be stressed by all 
 faculty across the content areas this year.  These are intended to hold students accountable for 
 improved writing in all subject areas. 
 
 For the 12th grade assessment process, all students are required to formulate a post secondary 
 educational application essay. Students must submit their essay to a review panel of teachers 
 and must work through successive revisions until a satisfactory essay is completed.  Principals 
 Schooley and Forti reported that many students are finding this a very worthwhile and helpful 
 process to complete well in advance of beginning the college or other post secondary application 
 process.   
 
III. Progress report on the development of the grade 8-12 program of studies for 

Oceanside High School – L. Schooley & T. Forti: 
 
 Principals Forti and Schooley reviewed the series of work sessions that have taken place 

beginning in August of 2010 – with the most recent joint faculty work sessions taking place on 
December 14th.  These most recent sessions were intended to finalize this series of work so that 
an initial program of studies document can be compiled during the late December holiday school 
vacation. A joint faculty meeting is scheduled for early January for additional faculty review and 
the Curriculum Committee will expect to review this work again at its January 20th meeting.  

 
 



 
IV. Update of on curriculum initiatives - N. Guyer: 
 
 Neal Guyer briefly reviewed the following on-going curriculum initiatives: 
 

Allied Arts Audit – Curriculum maps on the ‘currently enacted’ curriculum have been received 
from all K-8 teachers of art, classroom music, and physical education.  Based on this initial data 
the K-8 administrative team has: 
 

• Created a common curriculum template that all allied arts faculty will be asked to 
formulate together highlighting how targeted skills will be defined and linked to Maine 
Learning Results,  strategies for instruction, assessments that will be utilized, and the 
instructional vocabulary to be emphasized throughout the year. 

• Parameters for guiding grading practices have also been formulated for K-4, and 5-8. 
 
 K-8 administrators have also been organized into three teams – each team taking responsibility 
 for organizing and guiding work in these allied arts areas that will resume in January.  The goal of 
 this project is to have common curriculum and expectations in place for the beginning of 2011-
 2012. Subsequent work will follow to unify grading practices and set expectations for curriculum 
 integration. 
 

Proposed Independent Audit of K-12 Mathematics: - Neal Guyer reported that plans have been 
formulated in collaboration with the Great Schools Partnership to pursue this audit process.  An 
initial meeting was held on December 13th to begin outlining the audit design that will be followed. 
This will be shared with the RSU 13 Administrative team and the Curriculum Committee when 
finalized early in the new year.  Sample data of mid-level grades mathematics performance was 
shared at this meeting to demonstrate how audit methods for deeper investigation might be 
employed within this process.  
 

V. Overview of preliminary writing assessment results for fall 2010 – N. Guyer 
 
 Neal Guyer shared sample documents from the fall 2010 Writing Assessment Study 

demonstrating how outcome data will be displayed and format changes for this year.  As in past 
years, this report will highlight both pre and post assessment data for the school year.  Committee 
members also received summary data for gender-based performance data based upon the fall 
assessment results.  This will be a highlighted area of administrative and faculty review going 
forward. The full Writing Assessment Study for 2010-2011 will be posted on the district website 
under the Central Office banner during the week of December 20th.  

 
VI.      Other/Adjourn: 
 
 The Curriculum Committee confirmed its next meeting for Thursday, January 20, 2011, 5:30 PM, 

McLain Building.  
 
 This meeting was adjourned by Sally Carleton at 7:35 PM. 
 
 


